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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5744

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commerce & Labor (originally sponsored by Senators
Har grove, Hatfield, and Conway)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 22/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to reporting on the progress of the | ogger safety
initiative; adding a new section to chapter 51.04 RCW and creating a
new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that many WAshi ngton
workers involved in manual logging in the logging industry suffer

industrial injuries with greater frequency and severity than workers in
other industries. The legislature further finds that the incidence and
severity of injury is particularly high anong young workers during the

early periods of enploynent in manual |ogging. The legislature
recogni zes the inportance of inproving safety performance in the
logging industry to reduce industrial injuries for workers and

resulting workers' conpensation premum rates for enployers. The
| egi sl ature acknow edges that industry participants, including private
land owners, tinber industry enployers, the departnent of natural
resources, and the departnent of |abor and industries, have forned a
| ogger safety task force to develop and inplenent a |ogger safety
initiative. The goal of theinitiative is to reduce the frequency and
severity of injuries in the logging industry. The task force wll
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create a programthat will establish sector-w de standards for worker
training and supervision; establish a certification process for
i ndi vi dual conpany safety prograns; and review the progress of |ogging
operations through mandatory performance-based audits. The |egislature
further recognizes that as the safety culture in the |ogging industry
evol ves, the frequency and severity of injuries will decrease, which
will drive down industrial insurance costs for |logging industry
enpl oyers. Wiile the industrial insurance costs will decline over tine
as safety inproves, the legislature acknow edges that an immedi ate
reduction in industrial insurance rates for the 2014 rate year for
participating |ogging enployers provides an additional incentive for
t hese enployers to commt to the |ogger safety initiative. Therefore,
the legislature intends to nonitor devel opnent and inplenmentation of
the | ogger safety initiative.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 51.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of | abor and i ndustries shall reach out to enpl oyers
in the | ogging industry having one or nore on the job fatalities in the
|last five years and invite themto participate in the |ogger safety
initiative. By Decenber 31, 2013, the departnent shall report back to
the appropriate commttees of the |legislature on the devel opnent and
i npl enentation of the |ogger safety initiative. The report shall
provide a status update on inplenmentation of the initiative and
participation in the safety program including a description and
summary of the worker training and supervision standards and the
certification process for individual conpanies. The report shall also
contain a description and sunmary of any industrial insurance rate
reduction or other incentive for rate year 2014 that will be applied to
enpl oyers participating in the initiative. The report may provide
recommendations for |egislative consideration to further the goals of
the initiative. |If the |ogger safety initiative does not significantly
reduce the 2014 industrial insurance rates for manual |oggers, the
report must provide options that would significantly reduce rates,
i ncl udi ng an acci dent fund rate buy-down or socialization for high-risk
| oggi ng rate cl asses.
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